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Voters who get to sample Vote at Home want more 
 
Over the last year or so, we have seen municipalities and counties across the country start to 
use Vote at Home (VAH) modeled elections, with sensational results.   
 

Anchorage, Alaska: April 2018 
Held its first municipal election entirely by mailed-out ballots. The turnout results shattered 
records.  Now, there is legislation pending in Alaska’s 2020 session for both state-wide 
permanent absentee status and a full Vote at Home model.  Press coverage here. 
 

Garden County, Nebraska: May 2018 
Held its first primary election entirely by mailed-out ballots (first in NE to do so).  The turnout 
placed it in the top three counties in the state. For the 2018 midterms, four counties signed up, 
also with very strong turnout. For 2020, eleven counties have opted in.  Press coverage here. 
 

Three municipalities in New Mexico: August 2018 – May 2019 
New Mexico passed a law (HB 98) in 2018 requiring municipalities to conduct their local 
elections entirely by mailed-out ballots.  Las Cruces saw 25% turnout versus 5%-10% historically 
(2.5x-5x increase).  Las Cruces press here.  Santa Fe saw 3x historical turnout. Santa Fe press 
here. Silver City saw 3.5x regular turnout.  Silver City press here. 
 

Camden, New Jersey: June 2019 & November 2019 
After NJ passed a law allowing voters to choose “permanent absentee” in 2018, Camden’s 
municipal elections saw mailed-out ballots exceed 50% of all ballots cast. Press coverage here. 
In November 2019, ~244,000 or over 20% of all votes were cast in the state by mailed-out 
ballot, up from under 10% four years earlier. Coverage here. 
 

Michigan: August 2019 & November 2019 
Michigan passed Proposal 3 in November 2018, that included “no excuse absentee,” including a 
“semi-permanent absentee” request model. In Lansing’s first election under the new system, 
absentee ballots were 76% of all votes cast, and turnout was up about 25%. Coverage here. In 
November, Rochester saw 30% of all votes by absentee, with some towns over 50%. Coverage 
here. And Highland saw 30% turnout with 59% voting from mailed-out ballots.  Coverage here. 
 

St. George, Utah: August 2019 & November 2019 
Move to 100% mailed-out ballot primary results in 3x the historical turnout.  Coverage here. 
And the 2x turnout in the regular election in November 2019.  Coverage here. 
 

Rockville, Maryland: November 2019 
Move to 100% mailed-out voting resulted in ~2x the historical turnout.  Press coverage here. 
 

Tucson, Arizona: November 2019 
Move to 100% mailed-out voting resulted in over 37% turnout.  Official results here. 

https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/anchorage/2018/04/04/anchorages-vote-by-mail-election-was-supposed-to-boost-turnout-its-now-shattered-a-record/
https://journalstar.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/more-county-officials-pushing-for-all-mail-elections-after-successful/article_34ce6697-c82e-561a-bfc6-2662a8c5271e.html
https://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/2018/08/21/las-cruces-voters-approve-all-four-go-bond-measures-special-election/1059601002/
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/education/voters-approve-santa-fe-schools-technology-levy-in-first-all/article_ddcd66f7-7cd4-52b2-8b52-aa046face7ff.html
https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/education/voters-approve-santa-fe-schools-technology-levy-in-first-all/article_ddcd66f7-7cd4-52b2-8b52-aa046face7ff.html
http://scdailypress.com/site/2019/05/15/silver-schools-mill-levy-passes-by-2-1-margin/
https://newjerseyglobe.com/local/in-camden-more-voters-mailed-in-their-ballots-then-went-to-polling-locations/
https://newjerseyglobe.com/legislature/42-of-new-jersey-voters-mailed-in-votes-before-polls-opened/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/2019/08/07/august-2019-primary-sees-low-voter-turnout-lansing-city-council-absentee/1942758001/
https://www.record-eagle.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-absentee-but-extremely-engaged/article_1063d5bc-00d1-11ea-bbf6-97f1c567e66b.html
https://www.record-eagle.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-absentee-but-extremely-engaged/article_1063d5bc-00d1-11ea-bbf6-97f1c567e66b.html
https://www.spinalcolumnonline.com/articles/more-than-half-of-highland-voters-used-an-absentee-ballot/
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2019/08/23/mgk-st-george-sees-increase-in-voter-participation-in-primary-election/#.XWBopi2ZNBw
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2019/11/14/mgk-voter-turnout-doubles-for-washington-city-versus-previous-municipal-election/
https://wamu.org/story/19/11/12/vote-by-mail-system-nearly-doubles-voter-turnout-in-rockville-election/
https://www.tucsonaz.gov/files/clerks/COT_2019_UnofficialResults_General_11082019.pdf

